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How to Read Your Flow Meter & Report Groundwater Extraction 
San Antonio Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency  

Step 1 – Locate the Totalizer 
The totalizer displays the total (cumulative) volume of water that has passed through the flow meter. 

As water flows through the meter, the numbers advance on either a mechanical (analog) or digital counter. 
• Analog meters look similar to a car odometer and feature a row of rolling numbers. 
• Digital meters display the total on an LCD screen, similar to a digital watch. 

 
Step 2 – Record the Cumulative Volume Exactly as Shown 

Write down the entire number displayed on the totalizer, from left to right.   
• Record all digits, including any fixed zeros and decimal points. 
• For analog meters, include numbers shown in yellow (if applicable). 

You do not need to perform any calculations.  Simply record the complete number displayed on the totalizer. 
 

Step 3 – Record the Measure Unit & Multiplier 
Measurement Unit – indicates the volumetric unit used by the flow meter.  This information is displayed 
on the face of the totalizer, typically underneath or next to the mechanical or digital counter.  Common 

measurement units include gallons (GAL), acre-feet (AF), or cubic feet (CF). 
 

Multiplier – indicates the number by which the digits on the totalizer must be multiplied to determine 
the actual water volume measurement.  Note:  Not all meters use a multiplier.  In some cases, the 

totalizer reading already represents the actual cumulative volume, so the multiplier is 1. 
 

Gallons (GAL) 
Meters that totalize in gallons often have a multiplier of times 10, times 100, or higher.  The Unit of 

Measure & Multiplier could be: 
 

• GAL × 100 
• GAL × 1,000 
• GAL × 10,000 

 
Acre-Feet (AF) 

Meters that totalize in acre-feet will often have a multiplier of times .01, times .001, times .0001, or 
smaller.  The Unit of Measure & Multiplier could be: 

 

• AF × .01 

IMPORTANT: 
Beginning April 1, 2026, monthly meter readings must occur between the 1st and 5th day of each month. 

For each month, please record the cumulative total exactly as it appears on the meter totalizer.  
Do not add or subtract previous readings. 

The SABGSA is not asking you to calculate totals or convert units.  Simply record the cumulative total, 
measurement unit and multiplier exactly as shown.   

SABGSA will perform any necessary calculations. 
If extraction does not occur during a particular month, a meter reading is still required. Please note “no 

extraction” in the comment column on the reporting form. 
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• AF × .001 
• AF × .0001 

 
Cubic Feet (CF) 

Meters that totalize in cubic feet will often have a multiplier of times 10, times 100, times 1,000, or 
higher.  The Unit of Measure & Multiplier could be: 

 

• CF × 10 
• CF × 100 
• CF × 1,000 

 
Step 4 – Take a Photograph (Recommended) 

The SABGSA strongly recommends taking a clear photo of the meter face that legibly shows the totalizer 
numbers (cumulative volume), unit of measure, and multiplier.   

This is especially helpful for the April 2026 reading. 
 
 

Illustrative Examples 
Examples of several makes and models of flow meter faces and digital displays are provided on the 

following pages, along with instructions describing the information shown on each meter and how to 
report that information on SABGSA’s Groundwater Extraction/Flow Meter Reporting Form. 

 

NOTE:  The SABGSA does not recommend or endorse any specific flow meter manufacturer.   
Information in this document is simply provided for guidance purposes. 
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Instantaneous Rate 
of Flow:  SABGSA is 
NOT asking for this 
number.  Please do 

not add it to the 
cumulative total. 

 
 

Example #1: 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example #1 - SABGSA Groundwater Extraction / Flow Meter Reporting Form 
Make: McCrometer 
Model: Read from meter body or cover 
Serial Number: Read from meter body or cover 
Cumulative Volume: 003255 
Measurement Unit & Multiplier: GALLONS x 100 

Cumulative Volume Measurement Unit 
& Multiplier 

Make 
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Instantaneous Rate 
of Flow:  SABGSA is 
NOT asking for this 
number.  Please do 

not add it to the 
cumulative total. 

 
Example #2: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example #2 - SABGSA Groundwater Extraction / Flow Meter Reporting Form 
Make: Seametrics 
Model: Read from meter body or cover 
Serial Number: Read from meter body or cover 
Cumulative Volume: 17481001 
Measurement Unit & Multiplier: CUBIC FEET x 1 

Cumulative Volume 

Measurement Unit 
& Multiplier Make 
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Example #3 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example #3 - SABGSA Groundwater Extraction / Flow Meter Reporting Form 
Make: McCrometer 
Model: Read from meter body or cover 
Serial Number: Read from meter body or cover 
Cumulative Volume: 02346587 
Measurement Unit & Multiplier: GALLONS x 100 

Cumulative Volume 
Measurement Unit 

& Multiplier 

Make 
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Example #4: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example #4 - SABGSA Groundwater Extraction / Flow Meter Reporting Form 
Make: McCrometer 
Model: Read from meter body or cover 
Serial Number: Read from meter body or cover 
Cumulative Volume: 001074 
Measurement Unit & Multiplier: ACRE FEET x .001 

Cumulative Volume 

Measurement Unit 
& Multiplier 

Make 
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Example #5: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example #5 - SABGSA Groundwater Extraction / Flow Meter Reporting Form 
Make: Badger 
Model: 25 
Serial Number: 63961-002 
Cumulative Volume: 0000130 
Measurement Unit & Multiplier: GALLONS X 1 

Make 

Serial Number 

Model 

Cumulative 
Volume 

Measurement Unit 
& Multiplier 

Fixed Number is 
“0” – Please 

include in 
Cumulative 

Volume 
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Example #6: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Example #6 - SABGSA Groundwater Extraction / Flow Meter Reporting Form 
Make: Neptune 
Model: T-10 
Serial Number: Read from meter body or cover 
Cumulative Volume: 0091754.17 
Measurement Unit & Multiplier: CUBIC FEET X 1 

Make 

Model 

Cumulative 
Volume – 

Please include 
decimal points  

Measurement Unit 
& Multiplier 


